SM-14
ST. INIGOES MANOR (ruin)
St. Inigoes 1705 and 1872

The original brick manor house, built in 1705, was
destroyed by fire in 1872. Portions of the brick walls
were salvaged and used in the construction of the late 19th
century structure, which was a two-story, L-shaped building
with late Victorian embellishments. The house deteriorated,
and in January, 1978 it was dismantled, leaving only the parts
of the brick walls that date from the 18th century. These re
remains, including the foundations and part of the walls of the
original house, the hyphen and kitchen walls to the original,
one-story roof line, and the cellar, are being stabilized
and will be preserved. The house ruin presently sits on the
grounds of the Naval Electronic Systems Test and Evaluation

Detachment (NESTED).

St. Inigoes Manor was purchased by Father Thomas
Copley, S.J., from Thomas Gerrard in 1637. The manor and
other Jesuit landholdings in St. Mary's became the first Roman

Catholic mission established in the English colonies.

Also see archeological listing for SM-212.
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River)

church.

in which to worship.

| during the latter 1870's.

of

DESCRISE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If tnm;'n) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building in questién is believed to have been built
in 1705 after the Governor of Maryland closed the church in
Saint Mary's City (five miles northeast up the St. Mary's
This Manor House provided the local people a chapel
It was only unlawful to worship in a
In 1872, the old building burned.

The present

o

structure was bullt of the remains of the 1705 structure
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PR .o T NAVAL ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS TEST AND EVALUATION FACILITY
KRR . ’ Saint Inigoes, Maryland 20684

C— . 30 Jul 1971

o - HISTORICAL INFORMATION CONCERNING
‘ THE OLD MANOR HOUSE
AT SAINT INIGOES, MARYLAND
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The following paragraphs, taken from a book authored
by Edwin Warfield Beitzell entitled "The Jesuit Missions
of Saint Mary's County Maryland", are provided to give
the reader some considerable insight into the history
of the Saint Inigoes Manor and in particular, the Manor
House of Saint Inigoes.

s
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"St. Inigoet,.with the district depending
on it in religious matters, was with St. Mary's
- City, the first Catholic Mission established in oo
' British North Amcrica. It is the oldest Catholic
foundation with permanent cxistence and activities
: within the limits of the original thirteen States;

a it is the most ancient Jesuit establishment in

he United States, and probably the oldest in

the world that has remained in continuous posses-
sion of the Sociecty of Jesus. St. Inigoes was
not a gift from Lord Baltimore, having becen
purchased from Mr. Gerard, nor was it, as has
been asserted, necessarily devoted to the support
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aebe of religion, although the revenues derived from
. ol s it have been always applied to that purpose.
'fﬂf The name St. Inigoes under this form is the
: ﬁ,i old possessive case (like St. Maries), of Inigo,
AR R Spanish Inigo, and was namcd for Ignatius Loyola,

8y Founder of the Society of Jesus. (78)

T

an "Father Coplecy did not accompany the first
Lt expedition to Maryland since he was busy in
Sl London representing the Jesuit contingent of the
,'}}ﬁ ) first settlers. Arriving in 1637, he assigned
. T St. Inigoes Manor to Father Ferdinand Poulton,

’ the Superior of the Mission. After Father

Poulton's death, Father Copley obtained a sccond
warrant for St. Inigoes, as previously noted,
which he assigned to Cuthbert Fenwick, for whom
a certificate was rcturned and patent issucd,
July 27, 1641. This action was necessary after
Lord Baltimore had issued a proclamation that no
religious body could take possession of any land

@:fﬁ
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without his special warrant. Thereafter the
Jesuit lands were held in confidential trust
either by some layman or by one of the Fathers.
There was no trust expressced in any of the deceds,
and legally the confidential trustee could have
sold the property and pockected the proceeds.
Happily, this never took place. Fenwick conveyed
the property to Father Henry Warren, S.J. in 1663.
This and other property were conveyed by testa-
mentary devise through a succession of individuals
until 1792 when the Corporation of 'Roman Catholic
Clergy of Maryland' was chartered by the Maryland
Legislature to hold all the lands which belonged
to the Society prior to 1775.

"The Manor has the general shape of a triangle.
Tlie apex, called Kitts Point, divides the St. Mary's
from Smith's Creck at their entrance into the
Potomac River. One leg gocs up Smith's Creek for
about two and & quarter miles, the other runs pp
tne St. Mary's for about thrcc and a half miles
to Priests' Poini, and then follows St. Inigoes
Creex for acarly anociier mile to the northeast
and stops at Church Crecek, which is southeast. At
Priests' Point, the St. Mary's River turns due
north, while St. Inigoes Creck turns to the
northeast, th~ land lying between them being
St. Mary's Neck.

. "The Fathers found good soil which produced
fine crops of tobacco, wheat, corn, oats, barley
and a varicty of vegetables. Wild raspberrics,
hucklebertiecs, mulbcrries, blackberries and grapes
were plentiful. They found also chestnuts,
walnuts, hickory nuts, persimmons, wild hhoncy and
plenty of acorns which made excellent hog fced.
The whole area was covercd by growths of virgin
timber including poplar, hickory, chestnut,
walnut, pine, gum, maplc and a variety of oaks.
Game was plentiful and included deer, rabbits,
foxes, opossums, muskrats, raccoons, scuirrels,
wild turkey, quail, pheasants, doves, snipe,
geesé, swans and ducks of every description.

The birds includecd redbirds or cardinals, larks,
bluebirds, blue-jays, mockinghbirds, swallows,
blackbirds, hawks, orioles and the lowly turkcey
buzzards. . .

"On September 11, 1704, Father Robert Brooke
and Father William Hunter were summoned before

a 2 ' ENCLOSURE (1)
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the Maryland Council for 'dedicating a Popish
Chapel and for saying mass.'
out to the Maryland Mission about 1692 and
Father Brooke, the first native born Priest and
Jesuit, had returned to Maryland about 1696.
The record of this hearing is as follows:

Father Hunter came

'Post Meridiem the Council Sate Present His

The
Honbles

Excy the Governor

Col John Addison
Thomas Brook Esqg
Robert Smith Esqg
Col John Mammond
Col Francis Jenkins

Lt. Col. Wm.
James Sanders Esqr

SM-14

Holland

Kenelm Cheseldyne Esqr

Col Thomas Ennals
Wm. Coursey Esq

His Excy being informed that two Popish
Priests to wit William Hunter & Robert Brooke
pursuant to the summons from this Board attend
to the Complaint against them made and that Mr'
Charles Carrol & Lawyer accompanied them, asks
the board if the said Priests ought to have
their Courcil with them who unanimously agree
and say that they should not

His DXy Querics whether upon the Pretence
of any Custom of Toleration from the first
Settlemt of this Province the Actions of these
Priests’ can pretend any justification who say not

The said Mr. William ilunter and Mr. Robert
Brooke appeared and are told on what occasion
they were called before his Excy Mr. William
Hunter giwes his Excy many thanks for the oppor-
tunity of appearing before his Excy and says he
1s very sorry for any annoyance in his Conduct
as to his consecrating the Chappell he did not
Consecrate it for that is an Episcopal Function
and that no body was present but himself in his
common Priests vestments and that neither under
his Excys Eye nor in his presence but if any such
thing was done it was above fourteen months ago,
and long before his Excys arrival Mr. Brook says
he did 'say mass in the Court Time at the Chappel
of St. Maries but found that othersformerly done

SO

Advised that this being the first Complaint
the said Mr Iluntcr & Mr Drooke be scverly repri-
manded and told that they must not Expect any
Favor but the utmost Severity of the Law upon
any misdeameanour by them committed and being
called in his Excy was please to give them the
following Reprimand.'

ENCLOSURE (1)
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"'Gentlemen: It is the unhappy temper of
YL _ you and all your tribe to grow insolent upon
- civility and never know how to use it, and yet of
all people, you have the lcast reason for considering
that if the necessary laws that are made were
let loose they are sufficient to crush you and
wiiich (if your arrogant principles have not
blinded you) you must neecd to dread. You might
methinks be content to live quietly as you may,
and let the exercise of your superstitious
vanities be confined to yourselves without _
proclaiming them at publick times and in public
places unlec<s.you expect by your gaudy shows
and serpentine policy to amuse the multitude
and leguile the unthinking weakest part of them,
: an act of deceit well known to be amongst you.
S ' . But Gentlemen be not deceived for though the
se B clemancy of ner Majesty's Government and of her
. gracious inclination, lecads her to make all her
subjects easy that know how to be so, yet her
. - Majesty is not without means to curb insolence,
L but more specially in your fraternity, who are
more eminently than others abounding with it; and
I assure you the next occasion you give me, you
shall find the truth of what I say, which you
should now do but that I am willing upon the
earncst solicitations of some Gentlemen to make
one trial (and it shall be but this one) of your
temper. In plain and few words, Gentlemen, if you
intend tg live here let me have no more of these
things, for if I do, and tuey are made against
. o you, be assured I'll chastize you; and lest you
' should flatter yourselves that the scveritics of
the laws will be a means to move the pity of your
judges, I assure you I do not intend to deal with
you, so I'll remove the evil by sending you where
. you will be dealt with as you deserve. Therefore
A : as I told you I'll make this one trial and advise
: ' you to be civil and modest for there is no other
way for you to live quietly here. You are the
n ' first that have given any disturbance to my Govern-
. ment, and if it were not for the hopes of your
1 better demecanor, you should now be the first that
{f‘-§ should feel the cffects of so doing. Pray take
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iﬁ' notice that-I am an Lnglish Protestant Gentlemen,

v and can ncver Equivocate.' (53)

‘%,.ﬁ "After this tirade of abuse by this gross English

'3; ' bully, the Fathers were discharged. This tirade
L N
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SR o _
? 'ifL ST " was in the face of the fact that the Fathers were
e : . denied counsel and had broken no law. The law
. . was not yet on the statute books. And what short
» and convenient memories had these Councilmen
. concerning toleration in Maryland.

. "Governor Seymour's reprimand so pleased

B the members of the Lower House that they sent
. e him the following communication:
D et :
o > "'By a paper read in this House we perceive
B what your Excellency was pleased to say to the
- i two Popish Priests on the occasion there mentioned.
N And as all your actions, so this in particular
L gives us great satisfactiom for find you gcnerously

resolved to protect her Majesty's Protestant
subjects liere against the insolence and growth

of Popery-and we are cheerfully thankful to you
for it.... Tne mcmbers of this Board taking .
under their consideration that such use of the,
Popish Chapel of the City of St. Marics, in

St. Marieg County, where there is a Protestant
Church, and the said County Court is kept, 1is
scandalous and offeasive to the Goverament, do
advise and desire his Excecllency the Governor

do give immediate orders for the shutting up

the said -Popish chapel and that no pecrson presume
to make use thereof under any prectense whatsoever.
Whereupon it was ordered by Ilis Excellency, the
Governor, that the Sheriff of St. Maries County
lock up the said chapel and keep the key thereof.'
(54) '
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"In 1705 a new Manor Housc was built at

TR S B0 B TR S
L4 00
-

? ) St. Inigoes. Father James Ashby, S.J., is
i gcnerally credited with the erection of this
B house. However, this is an error becausc Father
. N Ashby was not even born in 1705 and did not
e come to Maryland until 1742, IHowever, on thc
#%ﬁl testimony of Mr. Wiley Smith of St. Inigoes who
S ' was born prior to 1800, therec seems little doubt
fgj that the Manor House was built at that time.
A : . _ -
e "The builder was probably Father Pecter
:w ’ Atwood, S5.J., whose last name is often confuscd
od with Ashby. Father Atwood was stationed in tho .
~g lower part of the County, probably at St. Inigoes,
1 for on July 22, 1725 the Rev. Giles Rainsford,
&;Q an Anglican clergyman, in a letter from 'Patuxcnt'
f:‘)_‘
?-».
AL 5 ENCLOSURE (1)

L e
R 3

|

|

i

1

[}

!




& oueP
-

)

i

to the Lord Bishop of London, writes 'I am con-
tinually pressed to disputations by these Papists
& tho I shamefully foiled Peter Atwood, of the
Jesuits & thcir best disputant, yet the rest

of them are plying daily for another attack.'(62)
The writcr then asks for pamphlet material to
assist him in the next encounter. It would be
interesting to have Father Atwood's version of
the outcome of this debate.

"Father Fidele de Grivel, S.J., also credits
Father Ashby with building the Manor House, 'having
moved it from the old chapel field'. (63) This
statement would secem to clear up the mystery.
Apparently Father Atwood built a Manor liousc in
the old Chapcl field in 1705 and attached the
Chapel (built prior to 1669 and closed in 1704
by the authorities) to the Manor liouse. It
was then permissable to use the Chapel again,
since it was a part of the residence. With some
relaxation .n the enforcement of the laws diretted
against Catholics around 1750, Father Ashby
'moved it (the House) from the old chapel field'
and left the Chapel to stand alone. lle undoubtedly
rebuilt tii2 house in the new location. Mr. J.
Edwin Coad has written concerning the Manor House
as follows:

"'St. Inigoes Manor was originally surveyed
for two thousand acres, but of late it has beccn
found to contain only something over cightecen
hundred acres. The trend of the St. Mary's River
is north gnd south and the old Manor house was
situated on the north west corner of the estate
upon a point that juts wecll out into the river
and its chief front was towards the mouth of the
river, so that one in a boat above the point
could sce the mouth of the river through the two
main doors when they were thrown opcn during
pleasant weather.'

"'The mansion was of English birth, the walls
being very thick and massive. The ground floor
had five rooms. Entering the south .front you
came to a hall which led to the pastors room on
the lcft and to the assistants room on the right.
On crossing it you were in the grand parlor or
reception room, and in front the north entrancec
door was before you. A door leading from the left

6 ENCLOSURE (1)
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Rose Croft, "Porto Bello and o1g St. Mary's City

thence in post-revolutionary times was transplanted
in €Very portion of the United States. May it
be‘propagated in every soijl and clime, untij

"évVery citizen of the world shall be able to lie
down in its shade, and thank God for this great
Manifestation of His mercy to manking.

]
"'The roof of the old house Was quadrilateral
and very much peaked, with four tall Cchimneys

" Pilercing it, Standing 1ljike four grim scntinels jin

their helmets Square, cever on duty "semper idem"
in calm or in the midst of tempest or storm. 1Itg
tout ensemble wWas unique ang Very striking in
appearance, and no Pilgrim to the Mecca of religious
frecdom two .or threeo miles higher up the river,

Or travellers on business or pleasure,'could ever
pass it by without wishing to learn Something

of its history. Very close to the right of the
north door there wWas a square place in.the wall

of modern brick, about the size of an ordinary
sheet of letger Paper. The history of it as told
to me by o1l4g pcople Sixty ycears and more ago, was
that during the rcvolutionary war (Dunmore's War
as the old darkeys Called it) an English ship was
at anchor off Rose Croft ang a4 cannon was fired
from her, Presumably at the pricsts house, ang the
ball went through the house about four feet from
the groungd. Tradition Stated that the Priest in
charge had risen from his bed ang was in the act
of dressing when the crash came, and would unques-
tionably have been killed nhag he been Still upon
his bed. ‘How much truth there was in the tradition
I am unable to say, bLut there is no doubt ahout
the patch in the wall for I have scen ang had my
hand upon it.' .

"'I have read somcwhere in lny college Gays, I
think in Tacitus, the aphorism "Proprium humani
ingenii est, odisse quem laeseris" ang ag England
had done much injury to the Jesuits, that was good
Cause to hate them,?

7 ENCLOSURE (1)
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"'While I was a resident of Baltimore city
over a quarter of a century ago one of the saddest
o : announcements of my lifc was the following from

a friend in St. Mary's County "PS - As I writo
. the priests house is burning down - 9 PM January
: 25th 1872". The old manorial house of St. Inigoes
E .. burned down; about the first distant object my

' youthful eyes ever rested upon - where I had
. spent so many pleasant hours and upon which I
had hoped to gaze as long as 'sight should bc
.. vouchsafed to me on earth. Its cracked and charred
: . walls alone remained, a sarcastic reminder of its
pristinc. grandeur and mourning memory all unaided
) was thrown upon its own powers to rccall the scenes
of youth, early manhood and mature agc.'

"'MA sickening sight the old blackened walls
presented to. those who loved the old placc, '
entwincd arouna waich werce many plcasant mcinories-
the lodging plage of religion, education, refined

. and profusc hospitality. And it is sad to think
[ of the many r:ch traditions, unsaid and unwritten
!' _ that have been buried with their custodians in

the humble graveyard not far from the site of
the extinct mansion.'’ '

LU B

My eyes v re spared the doleful sight of
the ruins, through every sashless window or

other aperture of which the gentle south wind
drifted with mournful sound, as if to express

its sympathy with those who looked on and could
not suppress a sigh, mayhar a tcar over the dcvas-
AN tation the rclentless clecment of fire had wrought.
In a few short weeks the massive old walls that

_ had stood the shock of many thousands of storms

b all unmoved and unshaken yielded to thec potent
blows of pick and crowbar and upon their haliowed
foundation arose an humble structure which, in

. the shadow of the old mansion, if still existing

3 ' could not fail to remind one of a cottage and

" a castle.'"

8 ENCLOSURE (1)
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(on Webster Field Rd.)

sTaTe Maryland HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

county  St, Mary's INVEMTORY  SM—-14
TownBeachville VICINITYSt. Inigoes ] . a
sTREETNo, end of Yilla Road, 2 mj, [>Nae site of St. Inigoes Manor

west of Md.5, 25 mi., south of St. House
Mary's Ci'b¥ & 12mi. north of S+t,. DATE OR PERIOD

ORIGINAL OWNE Inigoes P.O. cTyLE

ORIGINAL USE

PRESENT OWNER Ue.Se. Naval Air Force ARCHITECT

PRESENT USE BUILDER
WALL CONSTRUCTION 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE

NO. OF STORIES

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE Endongered Interior Exterior

. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC

Original Manor House built in 1705 was destroyed by fire
on January 29, 1872. A portion of the brick walls was left
standing and material that was salvaged was utilized in forming
a part of the existing structure, a modest building, shorn of
its generous dimensions and conspicuous appearance. The only
picture of the Manor House extant is a childish drawing by a
little girl of the Coad [Coade] family. In 1942, 500 acres of the
Manor ILand (originally 2000), including the rebuilt house, were
taken over by the U. S. government (Naval Air Force) which es—
tablished the Webster Flying Field on this land.,

The rest of the Manor is still owned by the Jesuits (Society
of Jesus) and is farmed by tenants.

St. Inigoes Manor land patent (originally 3000 acres in-
cluding St. George's Island) was acquired by Father Thomas Copley,
Society of the Jesuits, but purchased from Richard Gerard in 1637,
one of the Maryland settlers to come on the Ark and the Dove.

It, together with the Jesuit holdings in St. Mary's City, was

the first Roman Catholic mission established in the English
colonies. It is the oldest Catholic foundation with permanent
existence and activities within the limits of the original thir-
teen colonies; it is the most ancient Jesuit establishment in

the United States. It was from here that the Jesuits extended
their activities throughout Maryland, into Pennsylvania, New York,
Kentucky and into the Western lands. It was from here that the
venerable Father Andrew White, Society of the Jesuits, the first

@ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optianal) 7. PHOTOGRAPH

historian of Maryland (see his Relation of Maryland), founded a
string of Indian missions stretching up the Potomac River at

White's Neck Creek, Port Tobacco, Piscataway and Anacostia where
he served both the Indians and White settlers along the Potomac,

-

8. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Authar, Title, Pages)

- NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER
Mr. Edwin W, Beitzell
St. Mary's County Historical Soc.
Abell, Md. 20606

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, £TC.

DATE OF RECORD  dalle 5, 1970
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ST. MARY’S COUNTY [ .,

PRSP Ay

Leonardtown. This style has a large first floor area
with only the central part rising in a second floor.
The inset porch has columns which support the
é;

"~ ond floor wall on the approach side. Some insist

tnat this kind of porch shows Spanish or Italian
influence, but it is unlikely. ““St. Inigoe’s Manor”
was another dwelling of this type, but it did not
have the inset porch.

The fifth is the Chinese Chippendale type, ex-
emplified at SOTTERLEY and Busuwoob!? in their
stairways and shell alcoves, earved, it is said, by a
convict. The stairs are of the Chippendale period
and of Chinese or Oriental designs. The curious
balustrades may well surprise modernists who be-
lieve they have begun a new style of art. The shell
alcoves of SOTTERLEY and BusHwoop are reminis-
cent of the Italian Renaissance, the first period
during which the shell motif is used in any large
degree.

It is interesting to note that the plans of the
Orp House ox WEesT ST. MARY’s MaNOR and of the
main building at MULBERRY FiELDS, except for the
placing of the chimneys, are similar, and that each
house has a shouldered arch across the Hall, and
each has a newel post with a rail channelled on its
12 “Bushwood” was destroyed by fire on January 3, 1934 and

Me bricks are being used in the restoration of the “State House” at St.
emary’s City.

upper surface, and a scrolled newel head. The
influence of the plan of CARTHAGENA may be seen
at the OLp House oN WEesT St. MARY'S MANOR.

One of the old Colonial brick stables of Mary-
land is near PrigsT Manor and has large doors in
the middle of the long sides, with a double tier of
loop holes pierced in the walls for defense. This
stable is reminiscent of the “Abbott’s Barn” at
Glastonbury, England.

A good way to obtain the atmosphere of old
St. Mary’s County is to descend the steep winders of
CALVERT'S REsT,® built soon after 1661, and then
walk the mile long avenue to the river at MULBERRY
Fiewps. It was a far cry from the simple Seven-
teenth Century spirit of CALVERT's REST to the
grand manner of the Renaissance as developed at
MuLserry FieLps, built one hundred years later.

1 Another house belonging to the Calverts in this neighborhood
was “Mattapany” next to “Susquehanna’ on the Patuxent River. The
present “Mattapany” is a brick mansion built in the Nineteenth Cen-
tury, although the kitchen dates back to the Eighteenth. The prop-
erty was granted to Henry Sewall, Secretary of Charles Calvert, third
Lord Baltimore. It was this same Sewall who owned “My Lady Sew-
all's Manor” in Dorchester County. Upon Sewall’s death Charles
Calvert married Sewall's widow, Jane, and built the “Calvert House”
about 1666 near the site of the present “Mattapany”. ‘“‘Calvert House”
in 1773 was reported as going to ruin; today it has vanished. According
to Thomas, it was sixty feet long by thirty feet wide, and had a capa-
cious wing.

"léﬁr! i

Sr. Intcor's Maxor, now destroyed, was built on 2000 acres of
land surveyed in 1641 for Cuthbert Fenwick, and later patented to Mr.

Thomas Copley, a Jesuit.

1778, and again in 1814,

The manor-house was erected about 1705
under the auspices of Father Ashby,
the old Chapel at St. Mary’s City.

who built it of bricks taken from
The British attacked the house in

29 »SMW{M
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Local tradition names Father James Ashby, S.J., as the builder of the Priest's Point Manor House. A letter by Father Fidele

de Grivel in 1835 praises St. Inigoes Manor as “...a good brick house, 100 years old...with about twelve rooms...” and that

Father Ashby had **...moved it from the ‘old chapel field (Maryland Provincial Archives 4W.Z; Beitzell 1976:54). This would not

have been possible if the Manor House had been built in 1705 since Ashby wasn’t born until 1714 (beitzell 1976;34). Historic

records indicate that Father Ashby was stationed at St. Inigoes Manor from 1748-1754 and 1761-1766 (Beitzell 1976:67,

* 248). Proof of Ashby's presence at the St. Inigoes plantation can be seen in the 1749-1754 account books that are in his hand-
writing (Zwinge 1912). Also an indenture (tenancy) lease dated June 11, 1752, names James Ashby as an agent of *St. Iniga’s
Mannour in St. Marie’s County” in letting a farm to a Francis Herbert (Maryland Provincial Archives 99W1). Zwinge (1912)
characterizes Father Ashby as an active man "...projecting plans, getting bids from the county masons and carpenters, consider-
ing costs and expenses, and fussing with workmen...” This is substantiated by the fact that after his second stay at St. Inigoes
Father Ashby went back to Newtown Manor and built a church there in 1766 (Beitzell 1976:101).

FIGURE 3. PAINTING ATTRIBUTED TO CECILIA COAD, 1847 or 1849

The appearance of the Manor House at Priest's Point is known from a sketch or painting by Cecilia Coad in 1847 or 1849 (Figure 3).
The house was drawn/painted looking at the south facade and shows a two-story central portion with four chimneys and flanked by one-
story wings. While reminiscing in 1899, Edwin J. Coad described the Manor House as *_..of English birth, the walls being very thick and
massive... The roof of the old house was quadrilateral and very much peaked, with four tall chimneys piercing it, standing like four grim
sentinels in their helmets square... Its fouf ensemble was unique and very striking in appearance...”
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Coad (1899) also described the interior of the Manor House:

“The ground floor had five rooms. Entering the south front you came to a hall which led
to the pastor's room on the left and to the assistant's room on the right. On crossing it
you were in the grand parlor or reception room, and in front the north entrance door was
before you. A door leading from the left of the large room was the Bishop’s apartment,
and from the right there was another leading into the ordinary dining room.”

“The central or main room was an elegant one and must have been twenty four feet
square with high ceiling. From the north front there was a superb view of the upper St.
Mary’s...”

The northeast chamber, later to be used as a dining room, was utilized as a chapel during the War of 1812 (Beitzell 1976; Smolek et al
1983). In 1806 plans had been made to raise the one-story wings up a second story in order to accomondate a proposed Novitiate, but the
location was changed to Georgetown and the planned renovations were never undertaken {Zwinge 1915:6,7). The second story of the cen-
tral portion consisted of a large open room utilized as sleeping quarters. Fifteen novitiates lived there for six months just prior to the British
raid on the Manor House in the War of 1812 (Agonito 1977:85; Beitzell 1976:157, 158).

The St. Inigoes Manor House continued as the focus of this important religious center until it burned on January 25, 1872. Within a
few weeks of this disaster, a two-story structure was built onto the surviving east wing foundation (Figure 4). This building was known as
the Priests’ Residence until its purchase by the U.S. Navy in 1942. At that time the Navy bought 773 acres from the Jesuits, including
Priest’s Point, and established Webster Field, an auxiliary landing field for Patuxent River Naval Air Station (Smolek et al 1983:14). The
former Priests’ Residence was slightly renovated for a Bachelor Officers’ quarters. This included installing a furnace in the cellar and
building a chimney onto the building’s west wall (Figure 5).

J FIGURE 4. EARLY 20th CENTURY VIEW OF
. : - _ . , PRIEST'S RESIDENCE WEST WALL
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By the 1970's the former Priests’ Residence was falling into a state of disrepair. After consultation with Cary Carson and Garry W. [
Stone of the St. Mary’s City Commission, the Navy removed the crumbling 19th century walls and filled in the cellar hole. All that remains
today of the 18th century Manor House is a portion of the original east wall and the east wing foundation up to the water table.

FIGURE 5. 1940s U.S. NAVY BACHELOR OFFICERS'
QUARTERS WEST WALL

=




In 1982 archeologists surveyed the eastern area of the St. Inigoes Manor House site (18 ST 87) in advance of the construction of a
sewage treatment plant. Systematic shovel test pits and three excavation units found the remains of a 19th century weaver’s house and
thousands of domestic artifacts in the Manor Housa’s side yard. These archeological findings enabled the planners to avoid any adverse ef-
fect on the historic site (Smolak et al 1983).

Documentary and archeological information collected in the above report generated an interest in the buried foundations west of the
aast wing ruins. Archeologists were contracted to investigate the St. Inigoes Manor House ruins in order to aid the development of a preser-
vation program of stabilization, interpretation, and possible adaptive reuse of this historic site.

This raport concerns the archeological excavations of the central portion and the west wing foundations undertaken in August 1983.
Below are several of the objectivas that this project hoped to address:

1. Placement of an excavation unit on the west side of the surviving foundation which was the dividing wall between the central por-
tion of the house and tha east wing. This unit will attempt to verify that the east wing and central portion are of contemporary construc-
tion and it may also datermine if the central portion had a cellar beneath it.

2. Placement of an excavation unit at the conjectured dividing wall between the west wing and the central portion in an attempt to
determine if the central portion and the west wing are of contemporary construction.

3. Placement of an excavation unit at the conjectured west end wall of the west wing to determine overall length, wall construction
details, etc. This unit may also be able to datermine if the west wing had a cellar beneath it, as the east wing did.

4. Placement of an excavation unit at the conjectured location of one or more of the conjectured chimney bases to ascertain their loca-
tion, dimension, and configuration.

5. Placement of an axcavation unit at ona of the suspacted porch locations to datermine size and configuration and in an attempt to
date the relative construction of tha house aid porches.

g XY 'g

FIGURE 6. VIEW OF MANOR HOUSE SITE AND EAST WING RUIN LOOKING WEST
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~Probing and possible shovel testing were proposed in the scope of work in order to locate the buried foundations. Surface recon-
naissance of the slightly mounded grass-covered area west of the east wing ruin indicated that probing was unnecessary. Oue to local
drought conditions an outline of what appeared to be the buried foundations was visible (Figure 7). A pattern of dry vegetation generally
followed the conjectured floorplan proposed by Smolek (et al 1983:59). Excavation units 1 and 2 were placed along the vegetation line
pelieved to be the north wall of the Manor House. When brick foundations were uncovered in both excavations, the locations of the remain-
ing units were chosen by reference to the surface vegetation outline (Figure 8).

FIGURE 7. BURIEO FOUNDATIONS OF
MANOR HOUSE OUTLINED
IN THE VEGETATION
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S 5 TS ANO EXCAVATED FOUNOATIONS

A grid was laid out in line with the extant north wall of the east wing ruin. The top of the water table at the northwest comer of the
east wing was assigned as an arbitrary datum of 10 feet above sea level. All elevations on the site were referenced to this point. Layers
were excavated by natural stratigraphy and all soil was screened through 3/8-inch mesh. Large amounts of brick and mortar were quan-
tified in the field and all other artifacts were retained for laboratory analysis and curation.
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